
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SERVICE OF CELEBRATION FOR LADY 

DAY 

on 

Wednesday, 25
th

 March 2020 

At 

11.00am 

St Giles Church, Exhall 



Welcome 

Welcome to our Mothers’ Union Lady Day Service.  As a 

movement we are seeking to listen to each other and to 

God, to prayerfully inform our way ahead.  So we gather 

with thankfulness for the inspiration of Mary as she listened 

and responded in faith to the call of God upon her life. 

 

Call to Worship 

Listening, like Mary, we open our minds 

Let us rejoice, God is with us 

Watching, like Mary, as God surprises us 

Let us rejoice, God is with us 

Questioning, like Mary, as we engage with the world 

Let us rejoice, God is with us 

Pledging, like Mary, to lift up the humble 

Let us rejoice, God is with us 

 

Opening Hymn  
during which the banners will be paraded 

No 555 Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of  

Creation 

 

Confession 
Holy God, you promise to do great things for us, yet we do 

not trust you. 

 



Final Blessing — Rev Pam Gould 

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace         
to trust his promises and follow his will; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you and remain with you always, AMEN  

 

Dismissal — Rev Gail Phillip 

 

Rev Pam Gould 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

You extend your mercy to us, yet we do not trust you. 

You lift up the humble, you fill the hungry with good things, 

and yet we still do not trust you. 

Forgive us, and help us to trust in the promises you have 

given us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen 

 

The Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from 

race, class from class, FATHER FORGIVE 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess 

what is not their own, FATHER FORGIVE 

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and 

lays waste the earth, FATHER FORGIVE 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, FATHER 

FORGIVE 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the home-

less, the refugee, FATHER FORGIVE 

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and 

children, FATHER FORGIVE 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in 

God, FATHER FORGIVE 

 

Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you. 



Exploring the Word 

Narrator: In the sixth month of Elizabeth ’s pregnancy, 

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a man names Joseph, 

a descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary. 

 

Gabriel: Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The 

Lord is with you. 

 

Narrator: Mary was greatly troubled at his words and 

wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 

 

Gabriel: Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 

with God.  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants for ever; his kingdom will never end. 

 

Mary: How will this be, since I am a virgin?  

 

Gabriel: The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the pow-

er of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one 

to be born will be called the Son of God.  Even Elizabeth 

your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 

she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 

month.  For nothing is impossible with God. 

 

Mary: I am the Lord’s servant.  May your word to me be 

fulfilled. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn No 605 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

Rev Gail Phillip to admit new members.  We stand to join 
them as we pray the MU prayer together.  Also, six  Long 
Service Certificates will be presented.                                  

 
Mothers’ Union Prayer 
Loving Lord, we thank you for your love so freely given to us 

all. We pray for families around the world. Bless the work of 

the Mothers’ Union as we seek to share your love through 

the encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage 

and family life. Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united 

in prayer and worship, and in love and service reach out as 

your hands across the world. In Jesus’ name.                    

Amen 

 

We remain standing to sing our final hymn, during which the 
banners are returned and retiring collection. 

 

Hymn No 324 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 



Prayers of intercession 

We bring our prayers of intercession in faith. 

Lord of all,  

you give us a vision through the song of Mary of the way 

the world ought to be and one day shall be: 

a world in which you show the strength of your arm and 

scatter the proud, in which you bring down the powerful and 

lift the lowly, fill the hungry with good things and send the 

rich away empty; 

a world of justice, in which good will triumph, evil be ended 

and the meek inherit the earth. 

Give us the confidence to believe that day can come and 

the resolve to make it happen. 

Stir the hearts of your people everywhere to work in what-

ever way possible for change—to bring the dawn of your 

kingdom closer and so translate that vision into reality. 

Come again to your world, and turn tears into laughter, sor-

row into gladness. 

In the name of Christ we ask it. Amen 

 

We join together in the words of the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Reflection — Rev Gail Phillip 

 

Faith Response 

Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in 

God our Saviour, 

For he looks with favour upon us and sees our unreal-

ised potential. 

In the tradition of Mary, and all who have said “yes” to 

God, we stand here today, to add our assent to theirs. 

Like Mary, we fell overwhelmed; we wonder if we are 

worthy, or capable, of following the calling. 

Like Mary, we have our questions and we will not be 

afraid to ask them. 

Like Mary, we will hear and ponder the assurance that 

God will empower us. 

Like Mary we will strive to say “Let it be with us accord-

ing to your will”. 

To whatever God is inviting of us at this time in our 

lives, and relying on God’s grace, we say “yes”. 

 

 

Hymn No 612 — Tell Out My Soul 

 

 


