
  
 
 

Communion for Mary Sumner Day 
 
Welcome to our Service. We gather this evening to celebrate and be inspired by the 
example of the founder of Mothers’ Union, Mary Sumner, who died 100 years ago 
this year, as we look to build hope and confidence in lives that have been affected in 
these uncertain times. 
 
The plans of the Lord stand firm,  
the purposes of his heart through all generations  
Psalm 33:11 
 
God of history and eternity, 
Lord of every generation, 
we come to worship with glad and thankful hearts. 
Let us praise his name together. Amen 

 
Opening hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Opening prayers   
 
God of the past, the present, and the future, 
we have gathered to celebrate and to rejoice: 
to give thanks for the life and vision 
of our founder, Mary Sumner. 
 
As we look to the past with thanksgiving 
so we affirm our resolve to build upon this heritage 
as we seek to serve God in our generation, 
and establish a stable future for those yet to come. Amen 
 

Confession 
God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
All   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 



  
 
 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
 

Collect for Mary Sumner Day 
 
Faithful and loving God,  
who called Mary Sumner to strive  
for the renewal of family life:  
give us the gift of your Holy Spirit,  
that through word, prayer and deed  
your family may be strengthened 
 and your people served;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever.  
 

New Testament Reading: Philippians 1:3-6; 9-11 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 
depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: How deep the Father’s love for us 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:34-40 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 



  
 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.” 
37 ‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger 
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in 
prison and go to visit you?” 
40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Hymn: Brother Sister let me serve you 
 

Sermon – Jane Hill, Diocesan President, Coventry Mothers’ 
Union 
 

Mary Sumner’s Personal Prayer 
Written by her in 1876 and then prayed by her every day for the rest of her life. We 
will first read a reflection on it, then please join in with the whole prayer at the end.  
  

All this day, O Lord, let me touch  
as many lives as possible for thee;  
 
 Lord, we thank you for the lives touched throughout the years and throughout 
 the world by the members of Mothers’ Union 
 
and every life I touch do thou  
by thy spirit quicken,  
 
We pray that those whom we serve will experience the reality of your love  
through our prayers, words and actions.   
 
whether through the word I speak,  
the prayer I breathe  
or the life I live.  Amen 
 
All this day, O Lord, let me touch  
as many lives as possible for thee;  
and every life I touch do thou  
by thy spirit quicken,  
whether through the word I speak,  
the prayer I breathe  
or the life I live.  Amen 



  
 
 
 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession 
 
Loving Lord, 
We give thanks for the inspiration 
of our founder, Mary Sumner. 
We look back with gratitude for her witness, 
and for all that has been achieved thus far  
in the name of Mothers’ Union worldwide. 
 
We give thanks that you have prepared our way 
and strengthen us at every stage with hope and resolve. 
We pray for all initiatives, large and small, 
to transform families and communities.  
   
We give thanks for our members across the globe 
as they proclaim your love in challenging times and places. 
We pray that our membership will flourish and grow 
as stories of our work and achievements are heard. 
 
We give thanks for the far-reaching vision of Mary Sumner 
and for all who have continued her work through the years. 
We pray for God’s blessing upon our future. 
 
May we continue to enrich family life  
for future generations. Amen 
  

Mothers’ Union Prayer 
 
Loving Lord 
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all. 
We pray for families around the world. 
Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union  
as we seek to share your love  
through the encouragement, strengthening  
and support of marriage and family life. 
Empowered by your Spirit,  
may we be united in prayer and worship,  
and in love and service 
reach out as your hands across the world. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen 

 



  
 
 

The Eucharist 
 
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son 
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song: 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven. 
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 



  
 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
All   This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All   Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 



  
 
 

Prayers after Communion 
Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name, 
your servant Mary Sumner revealed your goodness 
in a life of tranquillity and service: 
grant that we who have gathered in faith around this table 
may like her know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge 
and be filled with all your fullness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Loving Lord, 
We give you thanks for the far-reaching vision  
of our founder, Mary Sumner. 
We look back with gratitude and praise for her witness, 
and for all that has been achieved thus far  
in the name of Mothers’ Union worldwide. 
 
As we look forward with faith for all that is to come 
help us to build a future together 
which will enable our work to flourish; 
through far-reaching vision 
and commitment to your will.  
Amen  
 

Closing hymn: Tell out, my soul 
 

Final blessing 
 
All praise be to God, by whose power  
one woman’s vision became reality 
through the founding of Mothers’ Union. 
All praise be to God who has led us thus far 
and whose Spirit inspires for what lies ahead. 
  
The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain  
with you always. Amen. 
  
United in love across the world, 
go in peace to serve the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen  
  
 


