
 

3rd August 2020 

To: All members via Branch Leaders/contacts, Deanery Chairs and other Diocesan contacts: 

Dear friends, 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and every 

life I touch, do thou by thy Spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, the 

prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen 

The powerful prayer of our founder, Mary Sumner, whose life we celebrate on 

August 9th. Although we will not be able to gather as groups of MU members to 

remember her life and work, you can view 2 special online services on that day at 

8.30am and 9pm (or at any time later). View them on Youtube or facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/MothersUnion    

There are also resources – prayers and reflections – to be found on the website: 

https://www.mothersunion.org/resources  

Did you know that MU mid-day prayers and the Wave of Prayer are now available as an option on the C of E 

Daily Hope free phone line? 0800 804 8044. For mid-day prayers press option 4 then option 8. 

If you’re looking for something a bit different, and want to learn something new, Mary Sumner House are 

offering a range of Webinars, for any member to access via Zoom. They cover some interesting topics and 

are all free. Have a look and sign up:  https://www.mothersunion.org/mothers-union-member-webinars  

Although we are unable to offer Haven holidays this summer, our AFIA 

scheme is still very responsive to family needs. If you are aware of any 

family (any shape or size!) who would benefit from a day out or similar, 

then please contact Lynda: lyndamary2001@yahoo.co.uk   We would 

particularly like to reach out to key workers, care workers and NHS 

colleagues. 

I am aware of how difficult it has been to keep in touch with all of our 

members during the past few months. Despite the constraints, MU members have been actively 

responding to needs in their communities in so many ways. We would love to hear from you and be able to 

share some stories of activities our members have been involved in - making, delivering, chatting, 

providing, praying, supporting. Maybe you found an unusual way to celebrate a special occasion? Maybe 

you’ve learned a new skill, or taken up something new? Whatever it is, please send a paragraph and a 

photograph if possible for inclusion in our Autumn Link Up to Felicity: felicity.hawke@btinternet.com   

And don’t forget the photo competition: “The Ups and Downs of Family Life”. Remember to get permission 

if you are sending in a photo. Please also send the names of people who have celebrated significant 

birthdays and anniversaries – all to Felicity by Aug 31st.  
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2021 may seem a long time off, but if you would 

like a Mothers’ Union diary or calendar, we are 

currently gathering orders. Please talk to your 

branch leader or contact Nicola in the office: 

mu.cov@covcofe.org 

 

A reminder that there are 2 craft projects that you might be able to help with.  

First, Mothers’ Union centrally are selling face masks via the MUE shop 

to raise funds for the work of MU in the dioceses. They are selling well, 

and they need more masks to meet the demand. A pattern will be 

provided, but you would supply your own materials. If you would like to 

help, please contact Margaret Siggers: 01926 855036 or:  

mandpsiggers@yahoo.co.uk  

Looking ahead to Advent and Christmas, if you would like to bless people in 

Coventry, then you can take part in the Christmas Angels project, run by Holy 

Trinity Church Coventry. Angels can be knitted, crocheted or sewn, patterns 

will be provided. The plan is that Angels will appear overnight in the city, for 

people to find the next day. For more information, please contact Evelyn 

Warwick: evelynm.warwick@yahoo.co.uk 

 

And some difficult news: as you know, Mothers Union, like many other Charities and organisations, has 

suffered a significant financial loss during the time of the pandemic.  Although the urgent appeal was 

generously supported, the Worldwide Board of Trustees has had to make some very tough decisions. The 

result is that there will be redundancies amongst staff from Mary Sumner House. There are no details as 

yet on which members of staff will be leaving, but, as you can imagine, this has been a painful and difficult 

time for all the staff team. Please keep them in your prayers, as they go through this process. 

 

I hope you are able to meet up with family and friends, during the summer, even if socially distanced.  

With love and prayers for you all, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

Jane  
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