
 

August 2021 

To: All members via Branch Leaders/contacts, Deanery Chairs and other Diocesan contacts: 

Dear friends, 
This month, we remember Mary Sumner on the 100th anniversary of her death, and 
give thanks to God for all she achieved in life, empowering women and mothers 
worldwide, and being the founder of Mothers’ Union. 
Throughout August, services, events and short inspirational clips can be viewed on 
Mothers’ Union YouTube and Facebook channels. These include a special Mary 
Sumner Day service at 3pm on Aug 9th. Check out: www.mothersunion.org.uk    

Other services and gatherings are happening within the diocese, including St John’s 
Kenilworth at 6pm on Aug 8th and Attleborough at 2pm on Aug 19th. It’s wonderful 
to know that some of us are now able to gather “for real”. 

There are still a few places available for “A Taste of the Countryside”: a family friendly day on August 14th, 
arranged by our Passionate About Parenting Team, in the country near Ryton. If you know of any group or 
family who might be invited, or for more info please contact Felicity: felicity.hawke@btinternet.com    

Mothers’ Union Virtual Annual Gathering will take place from 11am on Sep 25th. A good opportunity for all 
members and friends to hear more about the work of MU in the UK and around the world. Watch a short 
introduction to this on:      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5iC1rTdnPA&ab_channel=MothersUnion 

Members’ Day will be Saturday Oct 9th. We are very much hoping that this will be a “live event”, 
highlighting all that has been achieved in the past year, by the grace of God. More details to follow. All 
members are welcome to this celebration of all that happens in our diocese.  

Through our AFIA programme, we have been able to provide a 
holiday for 5 families this year, which is wonderful – the 
response we receive from families is always positive and brings 
huge benefits to those involved. Despite the fact that we get 
good discounts from Haven Holidays, costs have increased 
significantly this year, partly because holidays at Easter had to be 
re-arranged for summer, with “high season” prices.  
 
If you or your branch feel able to support our AFIA funds, we 
would be pleased to receive donations for this purpose. AFIA is a 
great ministry to families who are in need of a holiday, and we 
remain committed to providing for vulnerable families in future years. 
 
I hope that you have all received information about ordering diaries and calendars for 2022. It seems way 
too early to be even thinking about 2022, but we ask that you get your orders to Nicola in the Diocesan 
Office by 24th Sep, so that we can order and distribute them in plenty of time. If you haven’t received 
information or an order form, please contact Nicola: Nicola.stephens@covcofe.org  
 

A prayer for Mary Sumner Day: 
Faithful and loving God, who called Mary Sumner to strive for the renewal of family life:  

give us the gift of your Holy Spirit, 
that through word, prayer and deed your family may be strengthened and your people served;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, Amen 
 
 
I praise God for all of you in your ministry and mission through Mothers’ Union,  Jane  
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