
 
 

MINUTES FOR MEMBERS’ DAY 

Held on Saturday, 12th October 2019 at St Andrew’s Church, Shottery 

 

1. Welcome 

Jane welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone from St Andrew’s Church for their help in 

setting up and hosting.  Jane then read Psalm 146.  Jane also welcomed new members to the meeting. 

 

2. Renewing, Re-energising, Re-focusing  

Members were shown a statement from Mothers’ Union (“MU”) leaders who met in June this year to reaffirm 

who MU is and what we do:- 

“Mothers’ Union is a global, women led, volunteer movement.  United in our diversity and living out our 

Christian faith, we support individuals and families to transform their lives.  Embedded in the Church and 

community, we have unprecedented reach that gives a voice to the stigmatized and vulnerable around the 

world”. 

 

3. The General Meeting 2019  

a) This was held in Portsmouth this year.  Our Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, spoke about MU 

work around the world.  In the UK she focussed on the work in prisons.  Another subject she spoke 

about was Gender Violence.  She also spoke about the importance of prayer. 

 

b) The Annual Review is on the main MU website.  Sue Foster will put a link on our website.  Jane said 

it is worth signing up to the e-newsletter from Mary Sumner House (“MSH”). 

 

c) The theme for 2020 is “Building Hope and Confidence”. 

 

d) “Metamorphosis” is a new term to encompass MULOA, Stories on the Street and various 

projects/programmes. 

 

e) The Reverend Barry Hill spoke at the General Meeting about discipleship/evangelism. “Be a living 

proof of a loving God”. 

 

f) All the resources from the General Meeting can be found on the main MU website. 

 

g) The 2020 General Meeting will be held in Belfast. 



 
 
 

4. Finance 

Copies of the 2018 accounts were handed out to members.  Jane confirmed these had been approved by the 

Trustees.  Jane explained the position regarding our Treasurer; Graham Stevens has been through our 2017 

and 2018 accounts.  He will not be taking this role on for 2019.  We have a Finance Sub Committee which 

includes Jane, Nicola, Margaret Siggers, Alison Wiggins and Joy Morgan. 

 

A letter was also handed out which gives details of the 2020 subs fees. 

 

5. Gift Aid  

As a Charity we can claim money back from the HMRC on subscriptions and donations.  We get around £1,500 

back each year.  If any members have not already signed a Gift Aid form please do so and send them direct to 

Nigel Hawke at the address on the form.  Jane reminded Branch Leaders to complete the gift aid section on 

the database sheet that goes out with subs.  

 

6. Direct Debit for Subscriptions  

Alison Wiggins spoke about direct debits and how Coventry Diocese has agreed to be one of the pilot diocese 

for this new initiative from MSH.  Jane, Nicola and Alison recently had a meeting with Richard Miller from 

MSH who confirmed that Oxford had piloted the first direct debit scheme successfully.  Letters were handed 

out which gives an explanation as to how members can sign up - this can be done online or by completing a 

form and returning this to MSH or members can go into their own banks and ask them to set up the direct 

debit.  Alison confirmed that members need to be signed up by 13th December 2019 and payments will be 

taken from accounts between 27th-31st January 2020.  By law you will be notified that the money will be 

coming out of your account.  It was also confirmed that, as not all of the money from subs goes to MSH, our 

part will be returned to us.  If members still wish to pay by cheque or cash they can still do this.  Alison can 

go to branches to talk about this.  It is thought that this is a modern move for MU and will keep members in 

MU as their membership will continue and not lapse if not paid.   

Jane confirmed that a pack detailing all that is needed for this initiative will be sent to each member.   

 

 

7. MU Central Database  

Alison Wiggins has put all our members on the database and a few members confirmed they have accessed 

their information.  Members can edit their details to change information.  We are in the process of trying to 

get Branch Leaders access to their branch so they can edit details. 



 
 
 

8. Arabian Bites Evening 

A few members who attended the evening thought the food was great and listening to the speeches to learn 

why the chefs were here was very informative.  We will do another evening and one church has already offered.  

Sue Foster said having an evening in the North of the Diocese would be great and thought Exhall or 

Attleborough were good venues. 

 

9. Prisons  

Lynda Howells spoke about the two family days she organises for prisoners.  One of the Officers dresses up 

as Father Christmas for the prisoners to see their children receiving presents.  We could do with presents for 

November to take for these days.  Chris Cooke takes Christmas cards in to prisons.  If anyone wants to send 

one just put a Christian name in, no surname or details of where it’s from. 

 

10. Away From It All holidays (AFIA) 

Lynda confirmed that this has been very successful this year.  Haven Holidays have been very good.  Jane 

thanked everyone who sent in donations for this. 

 

11. Diocesan Members  

Val Brant spoke about a lunch she had recently organised. 

Lynda Howells had attended and said transport was an issue for some members.  If she had known members 

required a lift she would have offered.  Please be mindful that some members can’t always get to a venue 

where an event is being held and an offer of a lift is greatly appreciated. 

 

12. Indoor Members  

Pauline Wilkes confirmed there are 36 indoor members.  At the start of the year there were 9 new indoor 

members but sadly 6 have died.  She wanted to thank the knitters for knitting the prayer shawls as these are 

greatly appreciated. 

 

13.  General 

a) Audrey spoke about Coffee Tots and knitting for babies - 5 years old.  They also donate bath toys 

and flannels etc. 

 

b) Postcards – Hartshill send them to Mission Aviation Fellowship. 

 



 
 

c) Pam Gould thought getting Catherine Bartlem from Coffee Tots to speak at the Lady Day Service 

would be appropriate. 

 

d) Janet Jackson had recently visited Sydney in Australia where she came across the MU shop.  She read 

a letter from the Diocesan President from Sydney sending her regards to us all. 

 

e) Felicity has put together a book with thoughts and photos about Di Sliwinski.  She is planning to give 

one to Di’s husband and Mum and one will be at the office. 

 

Midday prayers were led by Hilary and Pam. 

 

14.  General cont’d 

a) A date’s list was handed out and Jane confirmed that the Thy Kingdom Come Service will be held at 

Coventry Cathedral on Friday, 22nd May 2020.  Please encourage members to come along. 

 

b) We need a venue for our Lady Day Service.  This really needs to be at a big church.  Any 

offers/thoughts are greatly appreciated. 

 

15. Mothers’ Union Listening, Observing, Acting MULOA  

Felicity Hawke did a talk about MULOA and how a few branches have already had sessions on this.  Lynda 

Howells thought all branches should have a session and two branches could join together.  Pauline Wilkes 

asked that a session be arranged for Diocesan Members and she also said that as a Diocesan Member you can 

sometimes feel left out. 

 

Worship and meditation led by Ann Gibbons and Lynda Howells.  Pam Gould closed the meeting with the 

MU prayer and the Grace. 

 


